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ASSOCIATE RECTOR/CAMPUS MINISTER’S 2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
It has been my privilege to serve Christ Church as Associate Rector for my seventh year.  It has been a 

challenging year in many ways, but also a year of excitement and new vision. 

The labor of love, for certain, has been the building and dedication of the Labyrinth, with the 

irreplaceable help of Ben Johnson and Lisa Hammett.  It’s hard to believe that at our last Annual 

Meeting, the Labyrinth was just a future project that was still taking shape.  Here we are year later and 

the project is nearly complete, with only the last step – the addition of lighting – remaining.  We cannot 

thank Episcopal Relief and Development enough for their generous support of our vision, awarding us a 

second, smaller grant to help us complete the project.  We must also thank the administrators of the 

HEED Fund in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia for the funds to install the new handicapped-access 

ramp leading to the Labyrinth.  May they both serve the parish for generations to come, providing easy 

access to the building and offering people a place of contemplation and meditation. 

We’ve had many points of joy and hope at Christ Church this year, with births and baptisms, marriages 

and confirmations.  But we’ve also known loss, most keenly in my mind as I write this is the passing of 

Judie Marsh.  I could not possibly put a value on all the ways she supported me and my ministry efforts 

over the years.  It was part of my regular daily routine to have some “Judie time” when we would check-

in with each other, sharing concerns and joys, and mostly laughing.  She saw this parish through many 

difficult days in recent years, and she did so with grace, discretion and an amazing amount of loyalty. 

We’ve had an exciting year at Canterbury this year.  While we bid farewell to several students who 

graduated this spring, we welcomed new faces this fall.  The cycle of life in a university town continues.  

The fall semester began on an exciting note.  Bishop Powell visited us for our first Canterbury of the 

year, where he baptized one graduate student and confirmed another.  Another young adult was 

baptized by Scott West in October.  We are always excited to see young adults and graduate students 

who make a commitment to living as part of a community of faith in a culture that makes many 

demands on their time.  

The Wednesday evening gathering has been going very well.  Many parishioners have graciously 

volunteered to make dinner for us, and these meals have been fantastic!  We received the generous gift 

of a large-screen, projection television, which has been installed in the Great Room at the Canterbury 

House.  While we have used it for games and movies, one of the best ways we found we could use it was 

for teaching purposes.  We have begun a new curriculum for Wednesdays, the video series, “Dream, 

Think, Be, Do.”  The discussion following each segment has been quite good, and we took a trip to St. 

John’s Roanoke in November to hear Marcus Borg, one of the featured theologians in the series. 

We have continued our strong relationship with the Lutheran Student Movement, including monthly 

movie nights and outreach activities.  We just hosted our annual ecumenical Thanksgiving dinner at 

Christ Church, with 60+ members of Canterbury, LSM, Cooper House (Presbyterian – PCUSA) and Glade 

Church (UCC) gathering together to break bread, give thanks and engage in corporate worship. 



The Canterbury House continues to be at the center of our life together.  We have done a great deal of 

work this year to improve both its comfort and appearance.  In January we installed a brand new 

dishwasher, paid for by money raised by Canterbury members.  Over the summer, a group of us worked 

to clean, paint and stain the rear deck.  Three of the four resident rooms were painted, with the help 

and direction of vestry liaison, Elizabeth Wiley, and the carpets were professionally cleaned.  Canterbury 

President Karen D’Angelo and her mother did a great deal of work cleaning off the side patio which had 

become over-grown.  Then in the fall Canterbury members were joined by fraternity volunteers for the 

“Greeks Give Back” event to remove more brush from the driveway, move some of the left-over 

Labyrinth pavers, and help with general clean-up.  We have future plans to repair/replace the retaining 

wall that has collapsed.  We are considering plans to fill-in the driveway and extend the patio onto it. 

Last spring, I was elected to serve as Program Chair of the Virginia Tech Interfaith Council, and have 

enjoyed bringing to our group members of the university community to educate us as to how we can 

best be part of the life of VT.  We have heard from those who work with alcohol abuse prevention, 

threat assessment and residential life challenges.  We also heard a presentation from VICCC’s new 

executive director, Linda Moody, about how we can get our students involved in interfaith outreach 

efforts.   

In terms of professional and personal development, I have been auditing Dr. Peter Graham’s course, 

Genre Study in English Literature: Charles Darwin, and attended the international Darwin Symposium at 

VT in early November.   This has been both an eye-opening and challenging course of study.  With the 

impending release of the feature film bio-pic of Darwin, “Creation,” this promises to be a “hot topic” for 

some time to come!  In August I attended the day-long workshop on Stewardship and Capital Campaigns 

offered by the diocese. 

Coming soon:  Canterbury Reunion 2010! 

We are excited to have confirmed with Bishop Marc Andrus, VT and Canterbury Alum, his willingness to 

come pay us a visit during our next reunion this coming year.  Be watching for more details soon! 

 

Faithfully,  

 

 



A desire to reach college students must be matched with a willingness to wait! 
--Benson Hines, Reaching the Campus Tribes 

 

 

Episcopal Campus Ministries @ VT: 

Our Vision and Goals 

 

Vision Statement 

Episcopal Campus Ministries at Virginia Tech (ECM@VT) is an outreach of Christ Episcopal 

Church devoted to the spiritual growth and well-being of the students, staff and faculty of VT.  

We are a welcoming, worshipping community dedicated to encouraging spiritual fellowship as 

well as personal spiritual exploration, encouraged by service and learning opportunities.  Our 

worship is Christ-centered and follows the Anglican tradition of regular communion and 

corporate prayer. 

Inclusivity 

We are a community that welcomes everyone, no matter wherever she or he may be on their 

faith journey.  We do not discriminate or exclude anyone based on gender, race, age, status, 

ability, orientation or convictions.  We fully endorse and promote the “Principles of Community” 

at Virginia Tech. 

 

Multi-faceted Approach 

ECM@VT is more than just the Canterbury Fellowship!  We are committed to an 

integrated, holistic outreach ministry to the entire Virginia Tech community and related groups 

at Christ Church.  We engage regularly in interfaith and even secular activities with students, 

staff and faculty on campus to realize our larger mission goals. 

 

              Undergrads 

Our primary outreach to the undergraduate student population is 

the weekly Canterbury Fellowship and the Canterbury House, our 

Campus Ministry Center.  However, dozens of other 

undergraduates regularly attend Sunday morning worship as well.  

Clearly our outreach cannot be “one-size-fits-all.”  One of our 

unofficial mottoes has been “Pull, Don’t Push.”  This describes a 

distinctive of our ministry in comparison to some of the more 



aggressive, evangelistic ministries on campus.  We are self-consciously a “ministry of presence.” 

The campus minister also regularly attends an interfaith Bible Study group on campus as well as 

student groups designed to meet the psycho-spiritual needs of students of many differing faith 

traditions. 

Graduate Students and Young Adults 

“Young adults” are, by definition, a very diverse group, 

comprised of graduate students, young professionals, young 

families, and other individuals.  Obviously, there is no “one-

size” approach here either.  Demands on time with this 

“community within our community” can make regular 

involvement in parish activities tenuous.  Some young adults in 

the parish do join in undergrad student activities; however, not 

all are comfortable with this, especially as they “age out” of the 

group.  The young adult groups and programmatic offerings 

must therefore be very fluid and dynamic, and we are forced to reach out to grad students and 

young adults in more responsive avenues, based on their availability and expressed desires.  In 

the past we have gathered for book and article studies, or just for social gatherings. 

The campus minister and rector of Christ Church regularly meet with young adults, be they 

graduate students or no, for one-on-one counseling and spiritual direction.  Look in one of the 

local Blacksburg coffee shops and you may likely see a holy moment happening.  We also 

regularly engage in pre-marital and relationship counseling with young adults who seek to make 

God part of their lives together. 

 

Staff/Faculty/Administration 

Any campus ministry effort that recognizes the diverse needs 

of a university/college community will soon encounter how 

vitally important outreach to the Staff, Faculty and 

Administration of the institution is, as well as to their 

spouses and families.  This can be as basic as one-on-one 

spiritual direction or as challenging as programming directed 

toward these parishioners that recognizes the particular 

nature of their profession.  We are a wealthy parish because 

of the presence of these individuals in our midst, and we have 

committed ourselves to listen to their voices and needs in 

parish life. 
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Parents 

We are very aware that a student who comes to Christ Church does not come without someone 

else who loves and is concerned for their well-being, often at a distance.  Usually these 

individuals are parents.  It is a delicate balancing act at times to help the parents feel 

“connected” to their child, while respecting the boundaries and privacy of the student.  On many 

occasions we are called to minister to both parent and child in a variety of scenarios.  We 

encourage parents to stay in touch through our websites and mailings. 

 

 
 

Campus Ministry Committee 

The Campus Ministry Committee serves as a steering committee of sorts for campus ministry 

efforts in the parish.  While it has been on hiatus during the interim period, we hope in the 

future to rely on the members of this committee even more than in the past.  They were 

especially helpful in preparation for the 2004 reunion by sending out mailings, helping with 

hospitality, etc.  Volunteers such as these can make all the difference. 

Alumni 

We are very proud of our alumni, the hundreds of Virginia Tech grads who 

not only walked the halls of the university but also made Christ Church their 

spiritual home during their time in Blacksburg.  Our last major reunion in 

2004 was a great success, and we hope to hold another similar event in the 

very near future. 

In the last eight years, we have sponsored seven Christ Church members in 

their process of discerning a call to ordained ministry.  Five of those seven 

were drawn to Christ Church because of our campus ministry efforts. 



ACTIVE GOALS FOR THE CANTERBURY FELLOWSHIP: 

UPDATE 2009 

Over the past few years we have discerned a few goals and objectives that would help the 

campus ministry efforts gain focus and direction both on campus and in the parish.  Most of 

these apply specifically to our undergraduate programming in the Canterbury Fellowship, which 

does receive our greatest attention, but certainly the overall goals remain true for ECM@VT as a 

whole. 

SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT 

Through regular worship and spiritual direction students are encouraged to 

explore spiritual traditions and gain a greater sense of “owned” spirituality.  

In the Fall of 2009, Canterbury began a video teaching series, “Dream, 

Think, Do, Be,” which is the “young adult” version of the “Living the 

Questions” series produced by the Center for Progressive Christianity.  

Students watch weekly episodes and engage in guided discussions, which 

can be lively at times!  We accompany the evening with evening worship 

such as “Night Prayer” from the New Zealand Prayer Book and share dinner, 

when the conversations often continue. 

 

  LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Students are challenged and encouraged to take on leadership roles and 

responsibilities.  Fund-raising, retreat planning and leading, and assisting 

with worship are regular opportunities for students to gain practical 

experience with becoming greater leaders.  Students are also encouraged 

to seek elected office in the Canterbury Fellowship, and, for those eligible, 

run for vestry and council delegate.  They are encouraged to follow 

through with their duties and responsibilities during the course of an 

academic year. 

 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY TIES 

Members of the Canterbury Fellowship are regularly reminded of the connections that exist 

outside themselves and their group.  As Bishop Powell says, “There is no such thing as a 

Christian alone.”  Well, we believe that college students and young adults fare much better when 

they exist in community as well.  It’s not that we force introverts to be sociable, but we do 

encourage students to be a visible and interactive presence in the many ways our campus 

ministry community interacts with others. 



Parish – Students are encouraged to participate in parish events and regular Sunday worship.  

The president of the Canterbury Fellowship has both seat and voice at Vestry meetings.  

Parishioners are likewise encouraged to attend our weekly worship services and to provide 

dinner for the group.  Several members of Canterbury serve as lectors, chalice bearers, acolytes 

and choir members.  The students help raise funds through the VT home football game parking 

lot rentals, as well as the twice-annual yard sale, with proceeds benefiting the Outreach 

ministries of Christ Church.   

Our annual “Campus Ministry Sunday” also gives the parish 

a chance to meet and greet the students, as does our annual 

“Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner” which is always a 

rousing success as a “friend raiser.”We also invite 

parishioners to join us on our annual Christmas Caroling 

excursion, followed by a Christmas party.  The shut-ins we 

visit are always pleased to see so many young people who 

wanted nothing more than to wish them a Merry 

Christmas! 

Episcopal Church – Students are encouraged to attend Diocesan Council and retreats, as well as 

provincial and national church retreats and conferences when possible.  In the coming years we 

hope to have regular opportunities to have regular interaction with other campus ministry 

groups in the diocese, province and beyond!  We are grateful to be able to offer scholarship aid 

when needed due to diocesan and parish funding. 

Ecumenical/Inter-faith – Working with other like-minded campus ministries at Virginia Tech 

has been a historic part of ECM@VT.  The campus minister serves on the board of the Virginia 

Tech Interfaith Council, and works closely with other campus ministry groups to plan programs, 

service projects and social gatherings.  We meet regularly with members of the Lutheran 

Student Movement for movie nights where we watch and discuss a variety of challenging and 

thought-provoking films.  We also have an annual 

Thanksgiving Dinner with the Lutherans, 

Presbyterians and United Church of Christ students.  

Recently Canterbury members have expressed 

interest in working with Hillel at Virginia Tech on 

both social and programmatic fronts. 

At Large University Community – Social and some 

programmatic aspects of Canterbury’s regular 

schedule incorporate other groups from campus of a 

non-religious nature.  We encourage members to be 

active in them and, in turn, to involve us with these 

groups.  In the past we have had regular involvement with technology groups, political 

awareness groups, the LGBTA, Fraternities and Sororities, service organizations and others.  

Some meetings have been more serious in nature.  Others have simply been social gatherings, 

game nights and movie nights. 



OUTREACH 

Outreach is a major part of the vision of ECM@VT.  Members join in targeted fund-raising 

projects, proceeds from which go to mission and outreach, some sponsored by the parish and 

others outside the parish. 

 Appalachian Service Project 

Canterbury members engaged in an ecumenical 

service project in October and November when 

they traveled to far Southwest Virginia, West 

Virginia and Kentucky with the Appalachian 

Service Project.  Students helped restore houses, 

including re-roofing a house for a poor family.  The 

trips were both inspiring and provoking, and we 

expect many more in the future! 

 Guatemala Sister Parish 

Canterbury members voted to sponsor a school-aged child in our sister parish, San 

Andres, Itzapa in Guatemala.  Our contributions help the student buy shoes and school 

supplies for an entire school year and aid with retention, where the drop-out rate after 

third-grade is alarmingly high. 

 Party with a Purpose 

Canterbury members participated for a fifth year in “Party with a Purpose” – a parish-

wide event where we assemble Christmas gift boxes full of toys and practical gifts for the 

children of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.  If it were not for these 

gift boxes, most of these children would have nothing to open on Christmas morning. 

 Micahôs Backpack 

Micah’s Backpack is a new outreach endeavor which Canterbury 

adopted from its inception at Christ Church.  We help fill a dozen or 

so backpacks with healthy, non-perishable food that is sent home 

each weekend with the neediest of the children from the elementary 

school just down the street from Christ Church.  This is a town-wide 

effort among the churches of Blacksburg, and we are proud to be a 

part of this new and already successful endeavor! 

 Ad hoc service projects 

From shoveling snow to mowing lawns and moving furniture, Canterbury members often 

lend their youth and energy to tasks that take some extra effort, to help parishioners and 

strangers alike. 



SOCIALIZATION AND RECREATION 

Students are strongly encouraged to engage their bodies and hearts in community events, not 

just their minds and spirits.  Regular entertainment programs such as movie nights, TV 

marathons, and game nights (virtual and otherwise) keep up morale and help students bond on 

multiple levels.  Regular hikes, canoe trips (with the River Adventure Program) and other 

outdoor adventures offer students a chance to experience God in ways other than traditional 

Sunday worship.  Other past outings have included bowling, movies and shopping excursions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT 

One of the greatest joys for a campus ministry and parish family is to see one 

of our own begin the process of discerning a call to ordained ministry.  Over 

the past few years, we have had no fewer than seven parishioners, many of 

them undergrads and young adults, begin this process.  Long conversations, 

reading assignments and even internship programs help us mutually to discern 

what exactly the call is and how the young person is to answer it in 

faithfulness.  Two members of our parish family are currently in seminary – a 

reality that brings hope and joy to the people of Christ Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

We reserve the right to 

include everyone. 



COMMUNICATION 

In a college community where technology is central, it is important to stay in step with the latest 

communication innovations, but one of the challenges is the increasingly “virtual feel “ of the 

community as students increasingly build relationships and communities on the Web instead of 

in “real time.” 

In an effort to bridge the gap, ECM@VT has a multi-faceted approach to communications.  In 

addition to an email list serve, Canterbury has a group website hosted through the university – 

www.canterbury.org.vt.edu   It is always changing, because the mantra is true, “an outdated site 

can be worse than no site at all.”  Speaking of updated sites, Christ Church has a beautiful one, 

of which we are very proud.  www.christchurchblacksburg.org  

We have a Facebook group called “VT Episcopalians,” a “Fan Group” for Christ Church, and we 

communicate regularly through them.  Fr. Scott sends texts when appropriate, but at this point, 

Twitter just doesn’t have enough traffic to warrant regular updates.   Both Christ Church and the 

Canterbury House have newly upgraded wireless networks, thanks to the joint labors of 

parishioners and students, making both more welcoming to students who need a place to “plug 

in.” 

But not to leave hard-copy communication behind, we further communicate through the parish 

bulletin, newsletter, and a semester-long wall calendar. 

Fr. Scott Russell’s sermons are also available at his blog, some even in audio form: 

www.frscott.vox.com   

 

 

 

http://www.canterbury.org.vt.edu/
http://www.christchurchblacksburg.org/
http://www.frscott.vox.com/


THE CANTERBURY HOUSE 

The Canterbury House is the heart of our ministry 

efforts to the undergraduate population at Virginia 

Tech, as it has been for nearly 25 years!   

Our high visibility on a heavily traveled street in 

Blacksburg gives us the need for great “curb appeal.”  

This means we need to pay close attention to 

landscaping and the overall look of the building to 

people who haven’t yet come inside.  It has been a 

challenge to get students to walk out the front door, 

turn around and actually “see” the house.  Typically 

four students reside in the house and see to the general maintenance and upkeep.  But we also 

maintain an “open door policy” for other Canterbury members and friends to drop by, watch TV, 

study, do laundry, eat, etc.   We also try to garden (with mixed success) and find other fix-up 

projects. 

The members of Christ Church “see” the house, and they have made some great strides toward 

improving the facility.  Christ Church funded an “Energy Audit” in January of 2009, and 

discovered MANY ways that the Canterbury House could be made more energy efficient.  We 

hope to work with a combination of grants, parish support and alumni appeals to accomplish 

some of these projects in the very near future. 

This summer Canterbury President, Karen D’Angelo, spear-headed the pressure-washing, 

painting and staining of the rear deck, as well as the clean-up of the unused driveway at the side 

of the house.  We were greatly pleased to have a visit from the group, “Greeks Give Back,” a team 

of VT Fraternities that added a lot of muscle to some of our major clean-up projects this Fall. 

A place to call your “home away from home,” like our Campus Ministry Center, is such a gift 

during unsettling times.  Due to the generosity and support of the diocese, Christ Church and VT 

alumni, the Canterbury House has proven itself to be a home.  Thanks be to God! 

 



In last year’s annual report, the Labyrinth project 

at Christ Church was still just a dream.  With a 

generous grant from Episcopal Relief and 

Development given in the aftermath of the tragic 

events of April 16th 2007 on Virginia Tech’s 

campus, the people of Christ Church knew we had 

the support of the diocese and the larger church 

as we sought a way to make healing and recovery 

that much more of a reality in Blacksburg.  A committee was formed at Christ Church to study the idea 

of building a Labyrinth on our grounds, ideally a place of peace and meditation accessible to all 

members of the community where they would feel safe and welcome.   

During Lent of 2009 the people of Christ Church, including members of Canterbury, contemplated life’s 

journey in our Lenten study, while at the same time, we were making a symbolic path take shape into 

reality right before our eyes.  It became a labor of love as we cleared ground, laid the foundation, 

complete with prayer stones, leveled the base and began the process of laying the paving stones.  

Members of Christ Church from all ages helped 

us out – from children, youth, Canterbury 

members, new-comers and long-time 

members.  But there were also members of the 

Blacksburg and VT communities that wanted to 

help as well.  Materials and labor were 

donated.  VT students with no direct 

connection to Christ Church or Canterbury 

spent hours laboring with us as the project 

took shape. 

Two parishioners especially made the dream a reality.   Lisa Hammett co-chaired the original committee 

to pray and discern what such a project might be and if it were feasible.  Ben Johnson, professor of 

Landscape Architecture at VT, then gave of his major talents in design and building to make the project 

actually take shape.  The many volunteers and the countless hours of volunteer work truly make the 

Labyrinth at Christ Church a product of our vision and our love for this community. 

Before dawn at the beginning of our Easter Vigil, we struck new fire in the center of the Labyrinth.  

Beneath our feet was a piece of Hokie Stone, there to remind us always of the community of love that 

gathered together to respond to violence with peace.  Later in April, near the second anniversary of the 

tragedy, Bishop Powell came to bless the space during the Spring Convocation meetings.  And in 

THE LABYRINTH AT 

CHRIST CHURCH 



September, the community of Blacksburg gathered, along with our local representative of ER-D, Nick 

Moga, to dedicate the space, now surrounded by a beautiful garden, benches and statuary.  The Christ 

Church choir offered a choral Evensong as part of our celebration of an amazing accomplishment by our 

community.   

We cannot thank Episcopal Relief and Development enough for their generous support of our vision, 

awarding us a second, smaller grant to help us complete the project.  We must also thank the 

administrators of the HEED Fund in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia for the funds to improve 

accessibility from the street to the Labyrinth and the rest of the church building.   

May these creations of stone, offered in peace and hope for a community so shaken with shock and 

grief, serve the parish and the world around us for generations to come.  And may God be glorified as 

we continue to seek peace and reconciliation in a world that reminds us every day how much we truly 

need each other. 

We invite you to come and see. 
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